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Learning objectives

Learn about  mobile computing 

Learn about  context-aware computing 

learn about related software support
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1980s: one man, one computer 
workstation, personal computers 
graphical user interfaces 

1990s: the network is the computer 
the Internet accessible to all 
distributed operating systems

2000s: my phone is my computer 
smartphones & tablets as computers 
generalization of wireless networks  

2010s: everything is a computer 
smart objects & the Internet of things 
personal networks connected to the cloud

2000 201019901980

Architecture evolution | Specialization 
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Back to the future...
In the late nineties, Brian Halla from National 
Semiconductor wrote: 

processors will continue to become cheaper and faster, 
general-purpose PCs will eventually disappear, 
ubiquitous processors will be given for free by service 
providers. 

Reference: Brian Halla, How the PC Will Disappear,  
 IEEE Computer, vol. 31, no. 12, December 98.
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What definition(s)?
mobile computing

ubiquitous computing

pervasive computing nomadic computing

location-aware computing

ambient intelligence
sensor networks

context-aware computing

mobile ad hoc networks

mobile computing

ubiquitous computing

location-aware computing

nomadic computing

context-aware computing
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Mobile vs. nomadic computing

In common: anytime and anywhere 

Difference: 
nomadic: multiple fixed locations 
mobile: continuous on-the-move operation



Context-aware  Mobile Computing © Benoît Garbinato

Ubiquitous computing
Ubiquitous computing is the method of enhancing 
computer use by making many computers available  
throughout the physical environment, but making them 
effectively invisible to the user.  

Mark Weiser, the “father” of 
ubiquitous computing  

http://www.ubiq.com/hypertext/weiser/acmfuture2endnote.htm
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Weiser’s vision

Notion of “calm” technology, i.e., 
disappearing, invisible technology 

The computing devices is no longer at the 
center of our attraction, i.e., the best tools 
are those invisible to their users
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Ubiquitous computing
Computing devices are immersed in an 
real human-based environment* 

Devices have limited resources, e.g., power 
supply, memory, bandwidth, cpu, etc. 

Devices are mobile and wireless, and may 
reside on a person (wearable computing) 

*somehow the dual of virtual reality, where humans  
are immersed in a virtual computer-based environment
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Context/location awareness
Context awareness: the computing system 
is aware of its environment and acts 
accordingly, e.g., time, temperature, 
device capability, location, user interests, 
activity, etc. 

Location-awareness: a special case of 
context awareness (see location-based 
pub/sub as an example)
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Some scenarios...

Interact a room

Post messages.  Use the input box and the send button at the bottom (image on the left). 

Vote on messages. Up vote or down vote a message by pressing the thumb up and thumb down 
buttons. Each message displays the number of votes and the score. The score is the number of up 
votes minus the number of down votes. Messages are sorted using the Best and Recent tabs. 

Post comments. Press “comment” at the 
top right of a message to get to its list of 
comments (image on the right). 

Report as spam. Slide messages on the 
left to report them as spam (they are 
deleted when they are reported several 
times). Room creators can delete any 
message.

Create a room

Press the + button on the home screen (image on the left) and toggle to the create tab (image on the 
right). Choose the name of the room. 

Private room. Choose if the room is private or not. Private rooms are invisible and can only be joined by 
entering their  number. Public rooms are visible and accessible to nearby users. 

Persistent room. Choose if the room is 
persistent or not. Persistent rooms are 
open until the room creator decides to 
delete them (image below). Temporary 
rooms are deleted after 24 hours.  

Activity traces of a room can be 
exported as a csv file by room creators.  

Data is stored at the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology in Lausanne, 
Switzerland.  



Context-aware  Mobile Computing © Benoît Garbinato

SpeakUp

http://speakup.info

Interact a room

Post messages.  Use the input box and the send button at the bottom (image on the left). 

Vote on messages. Up vote or down vote a message by pressing the thumb up and thumb down 
buttons. Each message displays the number of votes and the score. The score is the number of up 
votes minus the number of down votes. Messages are sorted using the Best and Recent tabs. 

Post comments. Press “comment” at the 
top right of a message to get to its list of 
comments (image on the right). 

Report as spam. Slide messages on the 
left to report them as spam (they are 
deleted when they are reported several 
times). Room creators can delete any 
message.

Download SpeakUp from the AppStore or 
Google Play.  You can also access it 
through any browser on speakup.info. 
For further information, contact 
adrian.holzer@epfl.ch 

You’re in class and no one dares to ask a question or, the 
opposite, everyone wants to participate and there’s no time. 
Does it sound familiar to you? To improve these interactions 
we present the free SpeakUp app. 

With no login, SpeakUp allows you to create a chat room. 
People around you will see it and will be able to join it. 
Once inside, they can interact in it by writing and rating 
anonymous messages. Finally it is possible to create 
multiple-choice questions to poll the audience. 

SpeakUp is developed by the non-profit Seance 
association in collaboration with the University of Lausanne 
and the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Lausanne.  

SpeakUp 
Tutorial

What is it?

Create a room

Press the + button on the home screen (image on the left) and toggle to the create tab (image on the 
right). Choose the name of the room. 

Private room. Choose if the room is private or not. Private rooms are invisible and can only be joined by 
entering their  number. Public rooms are visible and accessible to nearby users. 

Persistent room. Choose if the room is 
persistent or not. Persistent rooms are 
open until the room creator decides to 
delete them (image below). Temporary 
rooms are deleted after 24 hours.  

Activity traces of a room can be 
exported as a csv file by room creators.  

Data is stored at the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology in Lausanne, 
Switzerland.  

http://speakup.info
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PDA and smart phones 
Smart devices/cards, e.g., Java card, iButtons, etc. 
Radio Frequency ID tags (RFIDs) 
Sensors networks 

Embedded systems, e.g., in the automotive industry 
...

What devices?
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Distributed computing issues
Remote communication (RMI, MOM, etc.) 

Naming of distributed entities/services 

Distributed data management, e.g., 
distributed file systems, distributed 
transactions, etc. 

Reliability, availability, security 

Caching (for performance)
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Mobile computing issues
Networking: mobile IP address, TCP 
de-/re-connection, performance, etc. 

Information access (bandwidth) 

Power consumption (variable cpu/disk 
speed, network de-/re-connection,etc.) 

Location awareness and resource discovery 

Mobile ad hoc networks & topology control
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Context-aware computing issues
Constraints on sensor design (size, cost, 
power consumption, etc.) 

Mobile ad hoc networks & topology control 

localized scalability (greater distance ⇒ 

less communication) 

Invisibility (millions of sensors should 
not distract the user)
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What software support?
The main challenge for a software supporting 
mobile & ubiquitous computing lies in the 
heterogeneity of devices 

Today, two software platforms have survived : 

Android platform 

Apple platform
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Android 
platform

Based on the acquisition  
of a small startup by Google in 2005 

In 2007, the Open Handset Alliance was funded to 
drive the development of open standards for mobile devices 

In 2008, Android became an open source project 

The development framework is based on the Java 
programming languages but not on standard 
Java APIs (neither Java SE nor Java ME) 

This is not (yet?) a curated platform
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Apple 
Platform

Based on Mac OS 

Based on Objective-C frameworks, now Swift 

Integrated in XCode, together with  
an emulator and a set of deployment options 

Comes with a business & application provisioning 
model, “à la” iTunes Store 

This is a curated platform, with an innovative  
revenue sharing models for developers


